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BARNARD  CASTLE 
RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Health  Department, 

43,  Gal  gate, 

Barnard  Castle. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  1963. 

The  Vital  Statistics  of  the  district  are  generally  satisfac- 
tory, and  reflect  the  changes  in  military  population  as  in  previous 
years.  During  19)03  protection  against  diphtheria,  whooping 
cough,  tetanus,  poliomyelitis  and  tuberculosis  continued  to  be 
given,  to  school  children  in  particular.  The  provision  of  Health 
Services  in  the  district  continue  as  in  recent  years. 

The  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  has  again  kindly  pre- 
pared the  second  section  of  this  Report  dealing  with  water,  food 
and  drugs,  meat  regulations,  housing  and  cleansing.  It  will  be 
noted  that  the  water  from  spring  sources  is  not  satisfactory. 

Throughout  the  year  I have  enjoyed  the  advice  and  co- 
operation of  the  family  doctors  in  the  district. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Members  of  this  Council  for  their 
continued  support)  and  the  Staff  of  the  Department  for  their  loyal 
co-operation . 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  respectfully, 

A.  S.  M.  WILSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Section  I 


Public  Health  Officers. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

A.  S.  M.  WILSON,  l.r.c.p.,  l.r.c.s.,  l.r.f.p.s.,  d.p.h.  (part-time). 
Senior  Public  Health  Officer: 

JOHN  GEORGE  MIDDLETON,  m.r.s.h..  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.i.p.h.h. 

Public  Health  Inspector: 

GEOFFREY  NUTTER,  m.a.p.h.i. 


Clerk  to  the  Public  Health  Department: 
JOE  HODGSON. 


General  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 


Area  (Acreage) — 110,118. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimated  Figure  mid-vear 
19631—16,910. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate — £1,258  3s.  Od. 

Rateable  Value  as  at  1-4-63 — £314,905. 

The  industries  are  agriculture,  coal  mining  and  stone  quarrying. 


Climatic  Conditions. 


I am  indebted  to  Miss  Redfearn,  Eorest-in-Teesdale,  for 
supplying  rainfall  figures  in  the  Upper  Teesdale  area  during  the 
past  five  years  : — 


Rainfall  at  Latitude  54° 

39'  North. 

Upper 

Teesdale 

Month. 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

January 

3.64 

6.51 

6.47 

9.83 

3.84 

February 

0.63 

3.72 

5.78 

6.07 

3.52 

March 

1.69 

1.95 

2.88 

2.59 

7.07 

April 

2.89 

2.48 

4.01 

6.28 

3.35 

May 

0.77 

2.58 

3.12 

4.13 

3.86 

June 

1.66 

1.32 

1.98 

2.09 

5.01 

July 

2.17 

4.92 

6.48 

3.15 

2.77 

August 

0.58 

3.19 

4.47 

7.14 

4.98 

September 

0.31 

2.62 

4.55 

4.80 

4.24 

October 

3.54 

8.08 

8.11 

2.06 

3.99 

November 

6.08 

6.01 

3.82 

3.03 

10.78 

December 

6.78 

5.51 

7.01 

5.14 

2.58 

Total  Rainfall  for  the  Year 


ending  31st  December,  1963 : 


55.99  inches. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  1963. 


Males 

Females 

Total  Legit,  lllegit. 

Total 

Legit. 

lllegit. 

Live  Births  ...  141  133  8 

134 

130 

4 

Still  Births  ...  1 1 0 

4 

3 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Under  1 year  of  age  3 3 0 

2 

2 

0 

Under  4 weeks  of  age  2 2 0 

2 

2 

0 

Under  1 week  of  age  2 2 0 

2 

2 

0 

Male 

Female  Total 

All  Causes  of  Death 

105 

102 

207 

Main  Causes : 

Cardio  vascular : — 

(a)  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

16 

22 

38 

(b)  Coronary  disease 

31 

22 

53 

(c)  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

0 

1 

(d)  Other  heart  diseases 

10 

5 

15 

(e)  Other  circulatory  diseases 

6 

12 

18 

Totals 

64 

61 

125 

Cancer : — 

(a)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

3 

5 

(b)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

1 

0 

1 

(c)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

0 

2 

2 

(d)  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

Neoplasms 

5 

11 

16 

Totals 

8 

16 

24 

Chest!  Diseases : — 

(a)  Pneumonia 

4 

6 

10 

(b)  Bronchitis 

6 

1 

7 

•(c)  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

11 

8 

19 

Other  Causes : 

Tuberculosis — respiratory  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Influenza 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Leukaemia 

1 

2 

3 

Diabetes 

1 

0 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

0 

1 

1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

0 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

1 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

9 

5 

14 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ... 

2 

0 

2 

All  other  Accidents 

3 

2 

5 

Suicide 

1 

3 

4 

Total 

22 

17 

39 
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Appendix  I. 

Causes  of  Death  at  Different  Periods  of  Life 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH  Sex 

I.  TUBERCULOSIS,  RESPIRATORY  M 

PF 

9.  OTHER  INFECTIVE  AND  PARASITIC  DISEASES M 

F 

10.  MALIGNANT  NEOPLASM,  STOMACH  M 

F 

11.  MALIGNANT  NEOPLASM,  LUNG,  BRONCHUS M 

FF 

12.  MALIGNANT  NEOPLASM,  BREAST M 

FF 

14.  OTHER  MALIGNANT  AND  LYMPHATIC  NEOPLASMS  M 

FF 

15.  LEUKAEMIA,  ALEUKAEMIA M 

F 

16.  DIABETES  M 

FF 

17.  VASCULAR  LESIONS  OF  NERVOUS  SYSTEM  M 

FF 

18.  CORONARY  DISEASE,  ANGINA  M 

FF 

19.  HYPERTENSION  WITH  HEART  DISEASE M 

F 

20.  OTHER  HEART  DISEASE  M 

FI 

21.  OTHER  CIRCULATORY  DISEASE  M\ 

FI 

22.  INFLUENZA  \1 

F 

23.  PNEUMONIA  M 

F 

24.  BRONCHITIS  M 

£1 

25.  OTHER  DISEASES  OF  RESPIRATORY  SYSTEM  M 

FI 

26.  ULCER  OF  STOMACH  AND  DUODENUM M 

F 

27.  GASTRITIS,  ENTERITIS  AND  DIARRHOEA  V 

FI 

28.  NEPHRITIS  AND  NEPHROSIS  N 

FI 

32.  OTHER  DEFINED  AND  ILL-DEFINED  DISEASES  V' 

FI 

33.  MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENTS  N 

F 

34.  ALL  OTHER  ACCIDENTS  N 

F 

35.  SUICIDE  ; 

F 

TOTAL  ALL  CASES  V 

FI 
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Live-birth  Rate — 16.3  per  1,000  home  population. 

Adjusted  Rate — 16.8  per  1,000  home  population. 

Corresponding  Rate  for  England  and  Wales — 18.2  per  1,000  home 
population. 

Still-birth  Rate — 17.9  per  1,000  total  births. 

Adjusted  Rate — 13.2  per  1,000  home  population. 

Corresponding  Rate  for  England  and  Wales — 17.3  per  1,000 
total  births. 

Death-rate — 12.2  per  1,000  home  population. 

Corresponding  Rate  for  England  and  Wales — 12.3  per  1,000  home 
population. 

Death-rate  all  infants — 18.1  per  1,000  live-births. 

Corresponding  Rate  for  England  and  Wales — 20.9  per  1,000  live- 
births. 


The  main  causes  of  death  in  the  district  during  the  year 
were  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  cancer  and 
diseases  of  the  respiratory  system,  in  that  order. 


The  number  of  deaths  from  coronary  disease  was  53,  and  31 
of  these  were  in  males.  Recent  research  indicates  that  lack  cf 
physical  exercise  and  excess  weight  may  be  contributory  factors. 
It  is  also  suggested  that  cigarette  smoking  plays  a part. 


As  older  killing  diseases  are  eliminated  by  prevention  and 
cure,  deaths  from  cancer  assume  greater  proportions.  The 
increase  is  probably  relative  'in  that  more  people  at  all  ages  are 
living  longer  and  into  the  age  groups  where  cancer  may  at  present 
affect  them. 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 


Public  Health  Laboratories  are  available  at  Northallerton 
and  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

The  Laboratory  is  situated  in  the  G-eneral  Hospital,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne. Facilities  are  also  provided  at  Bishop  Auckland 
General  Hospital,  Pathological  Department,  for  urgent 
bacteriological  examinations. 

A m b u l a n ce  Facilities  . 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  Ambulance 
Department,  Durham,  for  the  following  summary  of  work  done 
by  vehicles  stationed  in  the  urban  and  rural  districts. 

Barnard  Castle  urban  and  rural  districts  are  served  by  two 


ambulance 

depots, 

two  ambulances  and  four 

driver- 

attendants. 

Journeys  Stretcher 

Sitting 

Total 

Mileage 

cases 

cases 

cases 

1960 

1,185 

609 

4,741 

5,350 

67,706 

1961 

. 1,055 

506 

4,511 

5,017 

62,835 

1962 

1,081 

519 

4,724 

5,243 

61,010 

1963 

1.130 

563 

4,671 

5,234 

64,681 

In  addition  to  the  above,  patients  residing  in  the  urban  and 
rural  districts  are  also  conveyed  by  vehicles  from  neighbouring 
depots  and  by  the  Darlington  Ambulance  Service,  as  occasion 
demands.  Records  are  not  maintained  in  sanitary  district  order 
and  information  regarding  these  cases  cannot  be  conveniently 
supplied. 

Home  Nr  using  and  Midwifery  Service. 

The  Durham  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  Home 
Nursing  and  Midwifery  Service  and  the  following  is  a summary 
of  the  work  carried  out. 

Staff:  7 District  Nurse  Midwives. 

Name.  Address.  Telephone  No. 

Miss  A.  V.  Dunn.  4.  Kensington  Terrace.  Cockfield.  Cockfield  280. 

Miss  L.  Earle,  4,  Victoria  Terrace.  Middleton-in-Teesdale. 

Middleton-in-Teesdale  357. 
Miss  M.  Furlong.  Valley  View.  73.  Low  Etherley.  West  Auckland  302 
Miss  E.  Shenton.  13.  Eden  Crest.  Gainford.  Gainford  247. 

Mrs.  V.  M.  Slack.  Garden  House.  Copley.  Butterknowle.  Cockfield  254. 

Mrs.  M.  Walker,  West  End.  Ingleton.  Gainford  288. 

Mrs.  E.  Walls.  ‘ Dilk  Hush  ' 57.  Gordon  Lane.  Ramshaw  Evcnwood. 

West  Auckland  264. 


Midwifery  Service 

No.  of  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Cases 

No.  of  Hospital  patients  discharged  before  the  tenth  day  ... 
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98 

28 


Homk  Ni:  using  Skwvick. 


Cases 

Patients 

Visits 

Medical 

300 

8,749 

Surgical 

62 

1,122 

Tuberculosis 

8 

281 

Grand  Total 

370 

10,152 

Cases  included  in  the 
above  total  aged  65  years 

or  over 

77.8% 

65.8% 

Cases  included  in  the 

above  total  under  5 years 
of  age 

4.3% 

1.4% 

Health  Visiting- 

The  number  of  health  visitors  in  the  area  is  four  (two  full- 
time, two  part-time)  and  the  following  is  a summary  of  the  work 
done  by  them  during  the  year : — 

Domiciliary  Visits  : 


Total  number  of  visits  paid 


1.  Maternity  and  child  welfare 

...  3,506 

2.  Tuberculosis 

48 

3.  General  health 

139 

4.  Mentally  subnormal 

112 

5.  School 

442 

6.  Aged  people  ... 

450 

Summary  : 

Ineffective  visits 

657 

Total  number  of  visits 

...  5,354 

Number  of  effective  visits 

...  4,697 

Time  (as  days)  spent  on  visits  (routine,  other 

and 

ineffective) 

308 

Average  daily  number  of  effective  visits  per  health  visitor  15 

Clinic,  etc.,  work: 

Time  (as  days)  spent 

(a)  at  maternity  and  child  welfare  centres 

(b)  at  chest  clinics 

(c)  at  school  head  to  head  inspections  and  school  clinics 

(d)  at  school  medical  inspections  and  special  schools 

(e)  at  B.C.G.  examinations 

(f)  at  Polio  vaccinations 

Cases  reported  to  the  district  medical  officer  of  health 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sanitary  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


52 

5 

26 

18 

2 

1 
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Appendix  II.  Attendances  at  Child  Welfare  Centres  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1963. 
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+ C.W.C.  primarily,  but  Ante-Natals  seen  where  necessary. 


Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Child  Welfare  Centres  administered  by  the  Durham  County 
Council  are  held  at  Butterknowle,  Cockfield,  Middleton-in-Tees- 
dale  and  Staindrop  (see  Appendix  11).  Temporary  School  Clinics 
are  provided  at  Evenwood  C.E.  School  and  Butterknowle  County 
School.  Weekly  sessions,  attended  by  an  Acting  School  Nurse 
are  held  at  these  clinics. 

Domestic  Held  Service. 

Cases  attended  on  1st  January,  1963 
New  cases  during  year 
Cases  terminated  during  year 
Cases  attended  on  31st  December,  1963  ... 

Number  of  Home  Helps  employed  during  year 

Hospitals,  Public  and  Voluntary. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  treatment 
are  sent  to  one  of  the  hospitals  controlled  by  the  South-West 
Durham  Hospital  Management  Committee.  There  are  no  hos- 
pitals in  the  district. 


51 

41 

24 

68 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

POLIOMYELITIS,  DIPHTHERIA,  WHOOPING  COUGH 
AND  TETANUS  IMMUNISATION. 

Protection  against  poliomyelitis,  diphtheria,  whooping 
cough  and  tetanus  is  available  from  family  doctors  and  at  child 
welfare  centres. 

During  1963  a comprehensive  scheme  was  implemented 
in  this  area  for  the  immunisation  of  all  school  children  under  ten 
years.  This  work  was  carried  out  within  the  schools  on  a sessional 
basis  and  is  reflected  in  the  general  immunisation  statistics  for 
the  area. 

PRIMARIES  BOOSTERS 


under  1 

1-4 

5-14 

Total 

under  1 1-4 

5-14 

Total 

Diphtheria 

...  40 

102 

172 

314 

22 

328 

350 

Whooping  Cough 

...  40 

101 

5 

146 

21 

27 

48 

Tetanus 

...  40 

101 

171 

312 

— 22 

45 

67 

Poliomyelitis. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  no  cases  occurred  during  the 

year. 
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Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  Scheme. 

During  the  year  vaccination  continued  to  be  available  ro 
all  persons  up  to  the  age  of  40  years,  and  to  certain  priority  groups 
over  that  age.  Most  children  are  now  vaccinated  by  their  family 
doctors,  but  facilities  are  also  available  at  child  welfare  centres. 
The  vaccine  may  be  had  either  by  injection  or  by  mouth. 


The  following  figures  indicate  the  different  age  groups  vac- 
cinated in  the  combined  urban/rural  district  scheme  during  the 
year. 


Primary  Immunisation. 


Age  Group  No.  of  persons  who  have  received: 


(ft) 

Children  born  in  1963 

Salk  Vaccine 
4 

Oral  Vaccine 
18 

Total 

22 

(b) 

Children  born  in  1962 

— 

109 

109 

(c) 

Children  born  in  1961 

7 

21 

28 

(d) 

Children  and  young  persons 
born  1943-60 

15 

48 

63 

(e) 

Young  persons  born  1933-42 

— 

12 

12 

(f) 

Others 

— 

11 

11 

(g) 

Total  

26 

219 

245 

Reinforcing  Immunisation. 

fa)  Number  of  persons  given  third  injection  of  Salk  Vaccine  65 

(b)  Number  of  persons  given  fourth  injection  of  Salk  Vaccine  6 

(c)  Number  of  persons  given  a (i)  2 Salk  doses  ...  21 

reinforcing  dose  of  Oral  (ii)  3 Salk  doses 

vaccine  after : or  3 Oral  doses 

or  2 Salk  doses  ...  58 

plus  2 Oral  doses 


P>.C.G.  Vaccination. 

During  1963  protection  against  tuberculosis  continued  to  be 
offered  in  accordance  with  County  Council  policy  to  all  school 
children  aged  11  years  and  over. 

A skin  test  is  carried  out  first  to  see  whether  or  not  a child 
has  developed  a degree  of  natural  immunity.  A negative  re- 
action indicates  the  need  for  protection  and  vaccination  is  then 
carried  out. 
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The  following  figures  show  the  work  carried  out  during 

1963. 


At  Skin 

Testing 

At  Reading 

At  Vaccination 

Parental 

Pupils 

Pupils 

Positive 

Negative 

Vac- 

NotVac- 

Schools 

Consents 

Tested 

Absent 

Reactors 

Reactors  Absent 

cinated 

cinated 

Toft  Hill 

County  ... 

51 

47 

4 

5 

41  1 

39 

2 

Middleton 

Modern  .. 

49 

46 

3 

9 

36  1 

33 

3 

Staindrop 

Modern  . . . 

182 

172 

10 

25 

133  14 

126 

7 

Total 

282 

265 

17 

39 

210  16 

198 

12 

Children  who  were  absent  or  not  vaccinated  for  such  medi- 
cal reasons  as  'intercurrent  infection,  skin  conditions,  etc.,  are 
usually  taken  up  at  a succeeding  session. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  recent  years. 


Scarlet  Fever 

1959 

4960 

4 

1961 

8 

1962 

1 

1963 

4 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Ac.  Primary  or  Influenzal 

Pneumonia  17 

12 

12 

12 

8 

Measles 

184 

7 

411 

67 

336 

Whooping  Cough 

7 

21 

1 

3 

56 

Diphtheria 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  : 
Paralytic  ... 

_ 



_ 



Non-Paralytic 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  N eon  a tor  u m 

...  — 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

...  ■*— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

2 

27 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

...  — 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fevers 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  above  table  shows  that  measles  normally  breaks  out 
each  second  year  and  also-  shows  a rise  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
whooping  cough  during  the  year. 


Tuberculosis. 

Two  new  cases  of  non -respiratory  tuberculosis  were  noti- 
fied, both  males  aged  21  and  6 respectively,  and  one  male  aged 
53  died  from  respiratory  tuberculosis. 


14 


Section  II. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
TO  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

Sir, 

I again  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  a statistical 
record  of  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area  and  a report  upon 
the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate  for  the  year  1963.. 

During  the  year  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  came 
into  force  and  this,  together  with  the  awkward  times  of  killing, 
has  resulted  in  a greater  concentration  of  our  time  on  this  'import- 
ant aspect  of  our  duties. 

We  are  fortunately  to  be  relieved  of  the  responsibility  for 
supervising  the  repairs  to  Council  Houses ; this  work  is  to  be  re- 
turned to  the  Engineer  anrl  Surveyor  following  some  re-organ- 
isation in  this  department.  I hope  that  this  to  some  extent  will 
help  to  offset  the  extra  hours  we  are  spending  on  the  Meat 
Inspection  side  of  our  activities. 

I am  again  grealv  indebted  to  mv  colleagues  and  to'  other 
members  of  the  Council  staff  for  the  help  afforded  to  me  during 
the  year. 

J.  G.  MIDDLETON, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


Work  was  carried  out  at 

Middleton-in-Teesdale  and  Copley 

in  an  attempt  to  reduce  the  risk  of  contamination 

of  water  sup- 

plies  at  source.  This 

has  been 

successful. 

Routine  sampling  was 

continued  during  the  year  and 

adverse  reports  were 

received 

on  samples  from 

the  following 

supplies  on  the  dates 

as  indicated  : — 

Stainton. 

6.  5.63 
2.  7.63 

Newbiggin. 

2-  7.63 

13.  8.63 

30.  9.63 

15.  7.63 

3.  9.63 

26.11.63 

Woodland. 

2.  7.63 

3.  9.63 

13.  8.63 

Evenwood. 

15.  7.63 

Middleton. 

15.  7.63 
13.  8.63 

Cockfield. 

3.  9.63 

Copley. 

3.  9.63 

30.  9.63 

The  samples  dated  2.7.63  taken  from  Woodland!  and  New- 
biggin  indicated  that  the  supplies  were  unsuitable  for  human 
consumption  on  that  day. 

All  other  results  were  satisfactory. 

It  will  be  seen  that  despite  chlorination  at  all  sources,  ex- 
cepting Newbiggin  and  Woodland,  unsatisfactory  samples  have 
still  occurred.  Several  complaints  have  also  been  made  regard- 
ing the  strong  smell  and  taste  of  chlorine  and  a number  of  cases 
of  reduced  pressure  and  failure  of  supply  have  been  reported. 
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details  of  the  number  of  houses  supplied  with  water  from 
public  undertakings,  both  by  way  of  supplies  directly  into  the 
properties  and  those  supplied  by  standpipe,  are  indicated  in  the 
following  table: — 


Parish. 

Present 

Estimated 

No.  of 

Supply  in 

Stand 

Population. 

Houses. 

House. 

Pipe. 

Bolam 

81 

31 

28 

— 

Cleatlam 

108 

28 

24 

1 

Cockfield 

2059 

690 

681 

2 

Eggleston 

414 

172 

119 

— 

Forest  and  Frith 

384 

116 

24 

2 

Gainford 

798 

356 

344 

— 

Hamsterley 

366 

131 

91 

2 

Hilton 

76 

20 

10 

6 

Headlam 

75 

26 

25 

— 

Evenwood 

3091 

1148 

1130 

2 

Etherley 

1835 

640 

618 

1 

Ingleton 

366 

125 

120 

1 

Langleydale 

139 

36 

16 

1 

Langton 

94 

25 

19 

1 

Lynesack 

1826 

557 

552 

2 

Marwood 

299 

97 

82 

1 

Morton  Tinmouth 

25 

5 

4 

1 

Middleton-in-Teesdale 

1602 

604 

574 

19 

Xewbiggin 

244 

81 

52 

5 

Raby  and  Keverstone  ... 

224 

58 

20 

2 

Staindrop 

1209 

439 

427 

8 

Streatlam  and  Stainton 

315 

102 

78 

— 

South  Bedburn 

255 

77 

— 

— 

Wackerfield 

82 

25 

25 

— 

Westwick 

117 

25 

24 

— 

Whorlton 

213 

73 

63 

— 

Winston 

474 

139 

125 

— 

Woodland 

351 

106 

105 
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Pood  and  Dftuos. 


Meat  Inspection. 

Regular  slaughtering  continued  in  the  five  licensed 
slaughterhouses  in  the  area.  All  animals  killed  were  insjuected 
and  again  the  quality  of  animals  slaughtered  was  very  high. 

Awkward  hours  and  days  for  killing  was  again  the  regular 
practice  and  apart  from  being  called  out  regularly  on  three  even- 
ings each  week,  each  Saturday  and  Sunday  required  the  attend- 
ance of  an  inspector  at  one  or  more  of  the  slaughterhouses. 


It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  again  no  bovine  animal  was 
found  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis  and  this  pays  credit  to  the 
effectiveness  of  the  Ministry’s  eradication  scheme. 

Under  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963,  the  Council 
resolved  to  make  a charge  for  this  service  in  accordance  with  the 
scale  as  laid  down.  The  income  from  this  for  the  three  months 
under  review  (1st  October  to  31st  December)  amounted  to 
£77  Is.  3d. 

The  following  summaries  show  the  number  of  animals 
killed  and  the  amount  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption : — 

st.  lbs. 


1 Steer  carcase  and  offal  complete 

20 

5 

Mediastinal  tumour 

and  Oedema 

Bovine  liver 

49 

8 

Distomatosis 

Do.  

4 

5 

Abscesses 

Do. 

13 

Infarcts 

2 Bovine  heads  and  tongues 

3 

1 

C.  Bovis 

Beef  trimmings 

6 

11 

Bruising 

6 Pig  heads  ... 

5 

13 

Tuberculosis 

7 Pig  plucks  ... 

2 

7 

Parasitic 

5 Do. 

1 

6 

Pneumonia 

Leg  of  pork 

8 

Injury 

Sheep  liver  ... 

2 

4 

Parasitic 

97 

11 

it 


Tattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  Killed  (if  957 

known)  

211 

8 

1885 

1031 

— 

Number  Inspected  957 

211 

8 

1885 

nil 

1031 

— 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  con- 

nil 

nil 

nil 



Carcasesof  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than  11.3 

tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  

41 

nil 

17 

12 

19.4 

nil 

0.90 

1.5 

— 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Carcasesof  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned  

Percentageof  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis  ...  m 

nil 

nil 

nil 

6 

— 

nil 

nil 

nil 

0.57 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was  con-  2 

nil 

nil 

— 

— 

— 

demned  

Carcases  submitted  to 

treatment  by  refrigera- 

nil 

nil 

— 

— 

tion  

Generalisedand  totally 

condemned nil 

1 

nil 

nil 
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Public  Health  Meat  Regulations. 

Routine  inspections  of  meat  vans  have  been  made  and 
these  have  all  been  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Slaughter  ok  Animals  Act,  1958. 

Ao  contraventions  of  this  Act,  or  of  the  Cruelty  Regula- 
tions, have  been  detected.  22  licences  were  issued  to  slaughter- 
men, but  many  of  these  are  licences  which  individual  persons 
wish  to  maintain,  although  only  carrying  out  private  killing  of 
pigs  for  home  curing. 


Butchers’  Shops. 

Regular  visits  have  been  made  to  the  11  butchers’  shops 
'in  the  district. 


Other  Food  Premises. 

Shops  and  cafes  have  also  been  visited  at  regular  intervals. 
A total  of  190  lbs.  of  unsound  canned  food  was  condemned. 

Ice  Cream. 

A total  of  78  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice 
cream  and  one  for  manufacturing  purposes.  Samples  taken1  dur- 
ing the  year  were  satisfactory. 


MILK  SUPPLIES. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1960. 

During  the  year  a total  of  74  samples  were  taken  from  re- 
tailers, producer-retailers,  and  schools  in  the  area.  Of  the  samples 
submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  to  ascertain  the  cleanliness 
or  keeping  quality  of  the  milk,  there  were  two  failures,  as  follows  : 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  2 

The  samples  of  heat  treated  milk  submitted  to  the  Phos- 
phatase Test  to  ascertain  the  efficiency  of  heat  treatment  were 
all  satisfactory. 
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HOUSING. 


A tabulated  statement,  from  the  annual  return  made  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  reveals  the  housing  posi- 
tion at  the  end  of  1963  and  indicates  the  houses  dealt  with  during 
the  year. 

1.  New  houses  completed  during  the  year. 

With  State 
assistance.  Unaided 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  24  — 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing  Authority  ...  — — 

(c)  By  private  persons  ...  ...  — 14 

Total  No.  of  Inhabited  Houses — 5,932. 


2.  Closing  and  Demolition  of  Houses. 

A.  Formal  Action. 

(i.)  No.  of  houses  demolished  during  year  as  a result 

of  Clearance  Schemes  or  other  formal  action  ...  44 

(ii.)  No.  of  houses  closed  hut  not  demolished  as  a 

result  of  formal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

(iii.)  No.  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  individual 
unfit  houses  demolition  of  which  temporarily- 
postponed  (occupied  at  31-12-63)  ...  ...  ...  41 

(iv.)  No.  of  houses  in  use  as  temporary  accommodation...  1 

B.  Informal  Action. 

(i.)  No.  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwel- 
lings as  a result  of  informal  action  and  not 
included  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


3.  Reconditioning*  and  Repair. 

No.  of  houses  made  fit  during  the  year  by  procedure  under 
Housing  Acts  (excluding  temporary  accommodation)  or  Public 
Health  Acts : 

(a)  As  a result  of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

(b)  By  owners  as  a result  of  statutory  notice  ...  ...  8 

(c)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 


Total 

24 

Nil 

14 
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4.  Improvement  Grants:  Housing  Acts,  1949/59. 

No.  of  separate  houses. 
Discretionary  Standard 


(a) 

Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority 

Grant 

93 

Grant 

31 

(b) 

Applications  rejected  by  Local  Authority 

Nil 

Nil 

(c) 

Total  No.  of  applications  approved  since 
inception  of  scheme 

651 

55 

(d) 

Total  No.  of  grants  paid  since  Inception  of 
scheme 

575 

36 

Clearance  Orders. 

No  clearance  orders  were  made  during  the  year. 

Demolition  and  Closing  Orders. 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  on  the  following  18  propert- 
ies : — 

8,  Prospect  Square,  Cockfield. 

9,  Prospect  Square,  Cockfield. 

Green  View,  Hamsterlev. 

27,  Pinfold  Lane,  Butterknowle. 

28,  Pinfold  Lane,  Butterknowle. 

1,  Chapel  View,  Hamsterley. 

7,  Dent  Bank,  Middleton-in-Teesdale. 

12,  Front  Street,  Cockfield. 

13,  Front  Street,  Cockfield. 

61,  Front  Street,  Cockfield. 

Deanery  Cottage,  Staindrop. 

1,  Swan  Wynd,  Staindrop. 

2,  Swan  Wynd,  Staindrop. 

3,  Swan  Wynd,  Staindrop. 

6,  Swan  Wynd,  Staindrop. 

7,  Swan  Wynd,  Staindrop. 

6,  Mill  Wynd,  Staindrop. 

Widehope  Cottage,  Bildershaw. 

Closing  Orders. 

A Closing  Order  was  made  on  the  following  property : — 
1,  Alpine  Terrace,  Cockfield. 
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Undertakings. 

Following  service  of  Time  and  Place  Notices,  the  owners 
of  the  following  properties  agreed  not  to  use  the  houses  for  human 
habitation  until  made  tit  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council : — 

1,  2,  4,  5,  Wood  Row,  Butterknowle. 

Bank  Cottage,  Ettersgill,  Forest. 

5,  Royal  Yard,  Cockfield. 

1 and  2,  Rose  Cottages,  Staindrop. 

Granger  Barn,  Staindrop. 

Edge  End,  Middleton. 

Moor  Head,  Marwood. 

8,  4,  5,  6,  7,  Langton. 

Council  Houses. 

A great  deal  of  time  was  spent  checking  on  disrepair  com- 
plaints from  tenants  of  the  Council  houses.  Altogether  1,418  dis- 
repair notices  were  received  and  dealt  with. 

Tenancy  changes  were  all  checked,  and  the  properties 
inspected  when  empty  or  immediately  before  being  vacated  by 
the  outgoing  tenants. 

Items  for  plumbing  and  electrical  repairs  were  all  placed 
in  the  hands  of  private  tradesmen  but  all  other  items  were  dealt 
with  by  orders  placed  on  the  Council  Works  Department  through 
the  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 
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RODENT  CONTROL. 


The  operator  again  was  only  able  to  devote  a portion  of 
his  time  to  this  work,  owing  to  a demand  on  his  sendees  by  the 
Cleansing  Department.  Even  so,  all  complaints  were  expediti- 
ously dealt  with  and  a systematic  treatment  was  given  to  all  the 
Council’s  refuse  tips  and  sewerage  works. 

I append  below  a copy  of  the  annual  report  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  in  respect  of  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1963  : — 


TYPE  OP  PROPERTY. 

(0 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Local 

Dwelling 

All  other 

Totals  of 

Authority. 

Houses. 

(including 

Cols.  1.2 

Agr'tun 

Business 

Premises) 

and  3. 

i. 

No.  of  properties  in 
local  authority's 

district 

32 

4984 

1070 

6086 

782 

ii. 

Total  number  of 
properties  inspected 
as  a result  of  noti- 
fication 

7 

29 

6 

42 

3 

Number  of  such 
properties  found  to 
be  infested  by:  — 
Common  Rat:  Major 

7 

12 

4 

23 

2 

Minor 

— 

12 

2 

14 

1 

iii. 

Number  of  infested 

properties  treated  by 
Local  Authority  . . . 

7 

29 

6 

42 

3 

Smoke  Abatement.  Clean  Air  Act,  1957. 

The  grit  deposit  gauges  continued  to  be  in  use  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  Evenwood  Coke  Ovens.  The  monthly  average  deposits 
shown  by  the  gauges  were  as  follows : — 

Deposit  Gauge  Bowl  D1293  Tons/Sq.  Mile. 

(West  View)  ...  ...  ...  17.52 

Deposit  Gauge  Bowl  D2077 

(Steel’s  Field)  35.06 


The  readings  are  considered  to  be  satisfactory  and  show  a 
slight  decrease  on  those  for  the  previous  year  when  deposits  of 
19.01  tons  per  square  mile  at  the  West  View  gauge,  and  47.23 
tons  per  square  mile  at  the  Steel’s  Field  gauge  were  recorded. 
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GENERAL. 


A general  summary  of  visits  made  and  notices  served 
under  Loth  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  is  appended 
below : — 

No.  of  No.  of  Defects 
Informal  Statutory  remedied 
No.  of  Notices  Notices.  after 


Inspections. 

served. 

served. 

Notice 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 
Sanitary  Conveniences : 

675 

34 

4 

25 

Insufficient 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Defective 

41 

6 

11 

13 

Drainage 

296 

14 

3 

11 

Water  Supply 

91 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Premises 

64 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  (Sampling) 

23 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses  (Private)  ... 

640 

— 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

39 

3 

— 

3 

Factories  and  Workplaces  ... 

46 

— 

— 

— 

Keeping  of  Animals  ... 
Insanitary  Ashpits  and 

11 

— 

— 

— 

Receptacles 

68 

5 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisance 

Prevention  of  Damage  bv  Pests 

42 

— 

1 

1 

Act,  1949  

28 

— 

— 

— 

Public  Cleansing 

414 

— 

— 

— 

Council  House  Repairs 

1050 

— 

— 

— 

Petroleum  Regulations 

66 

39 

— 

30 

Infectious  Diseases 

61 

— 

— 

— 

Council  House  Applicants  ... 

459 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

4126 

101 

19 

83 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  position  with  regard  to  the  number  and  types  of 
closets  in  the  area  is  as  follows : — 

Total  number  of  water  closets  ...  5,263 

Total  number  of  other  types  ...  996 

A small  privy  conversion  scheme  for  the  conversion  of  11 
ash  closets  was  prepared  during  the  year  for  commencement 
early  in  1964. 

Eight  privy  conversion  grants  of  £13  each  were  made  dur- 
ing the  year. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


Refuse  Collection. 

A few  additional  isolated  premises  have  been  added  during 
the  year  to  the  list  of  properties  scavenged  by  the  Cleansing 
Department  personnel. 

We  were  able  to  continue  with  a steady  expansion  of  the 
Paper  Bag  scheme  to  Council  Houses  in  the  Cockfield  and  Even- 
wood  area  and  this  enabled  the  department  to  effect  the  saving 
of  one  man  on  the  vehicle  operating  in  that  district. 

It  is  evident  by  now  that  this  method  of  household  refuse 
storage  is  a big  advantage  over  the  metal  dustbin,  but  probably 
the  greatest  benefit  is  found  by  the  workmen  in  a reduction  of  un- 
necessary labour  by  the  carrying  out  and  returning  to  the  pro- 
perty of  the  empty  bin. 

I hope  to  extend  this  scheme  in  the  new  year  to  the  Gain- 
ford  and  Staindrop  Council  houses  and  after  this  has  been  done 
I will  draw  up  a new  rota  for  the  area  with  a view  to  effecting  a 
saving  of  time  and  a possible  re-organisation  of  the  working  of 
the  Department. 

The  new  type  of  rear  loading  compression  vehicle  pur- 
chased by  the  Council  was  put  into  service  late  in  the  year  and 
this  vehicle  has  proved  to  have  many  advantages  over  the  side 
loading  type  of  wagon.  Unfortunately,  the  petrol  engine  is 
slightly  underpowered  and  probably  it  may  be  advisable  to  look 
towards  a higher  powered  diesel  engine  for  future  purchases. 

The  total  nett  cost  for  scavenging  for  the  financial  year 
ending  April,  1962,  to  March,  1963,  was  £16,983  16s.  Id.  Wages 
including  superannuation  and  insurance  amounted  to  £13,883 
12s.  4d. 

Trade  Refuse. 

A weekly  collection  of  trade  refuse  from  42  premises 
brought  in  a sum  of  £24  15s.  Od.  The  charge  to  each  trade 
premise  is  based  on  the  scale  of  5d.  per  bin. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

The  main  tip  for  refuse  disposal  is  the  Cragwood  tip  situ- 
ated between  Cockfield  and  Evenwood.  There  are  in  addition  six 
smaller  tips  in  the  area.  All  the  tips  are  regularly  attended  and 
semi-controlled  tipping  is  operated. 
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General. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  refuse  collected  and 
miles  run  by  the  vehicles  during  the  year  under  review: — 


Number  of  premises  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  313,014 

Number  of  loads  of  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,6l5 

Estimated  tonnage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,300 

Mileage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38,253 

Number  of  gallons  of  petrol  used  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,728 

Number  of  pints  of  oil  used  ...  ...  ...  ...  229 


Bulldozer.  Rechargeable  Work. 

In  addition  to  the  routine  control  of  refuse  disposal  on  the 
several  tips  in  the  area,  the  bulldozer  was  utilised  on  three  occa- 
sions for  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Department. 

Three  rechargeable  jobs  were  undertaken  during  the  year; 
two  for  the  Urban  District  Council  in  levelling  over  their  refuse 
tip  at  Shaw  Bank,  and  the  other  job  was  levelling  over  a garden 
at  Brookside,  Evenwood.  The  total  income  from  this  recharge- 
able work  was  £56  7s.  8d. 


FACTORIES 

ACT, 

1962. 

INSPECTIONS. 

No.  on 

Inspec- 

Written  Oocupiers 

Premises. 

Register. 

tions. 

Notices,  pros’cuted 

(i)  Factories  in  wh:ch  Sections 

1.  2,  3.  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

12 

9 



(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

46 

34 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 

tion  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 

workers’ premises) 

5 

3 



Total 

63 

46 



CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND: 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 

Referred  prosecutions 

Particulars.  To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 

Sanitary  Conveniences-  Found.  Remedied.  Inspector.  Inspector,  instituted. 

fa)  Insufficient  — — — — — 

fb)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  • ■ — — — — — 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  • - — — — — 


OUTWORK F US.  One  outworker  is  registered. 
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